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Chap. 274.

STATU TI·: l.AROUJ<.

Sec. 1.

CHAPTER 274.
The Statute Labour Act.
EXE:\lPTIONS.

Exemption
of persons
In naval
and military

service.

1. The following pers·Ons shall not be liable to perform
statute labour or to commute therefor,(a) every person in His Majesty's Naval or Military Service on full pay, or on actual service;
(b) every non-commissioned officer or private of the
volunteer force, certified by the officer commanding
the company to which such volunteer belongs or is
attached, as being an efficient volunteer; but this last
exemption shall not apply to any volunteer who is
assessed for property. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 1.

(NoTE.- See Firemen's Exemption Act, Rev. Stat.,
c. 281.)
POLL TAX •

Poll taxwho liable
for.

.2.-( 1) Councils of cities, towns, villages and townships
may pass by-laws for levying and collecting an annual tax to
be known as "poll tax" of not less than $1 and not more than
$10 from every male inhabitant of the municipality who,( a) is twenty-one years or over and under sixty years

of age;
(b) is not exempt from performing statute labour ;

(c) is not otherwise assessed in the municipality or who
is assessed and whose taxes are less than the poll tax;
(d) has not filed with the clerk a certificate showing that

he has been assessed or performed statute labour or
paid poll tax elsewhere in Ontario. R.S.O. 1927,
c. 239, s. 2 ( 1) ; 1935, c. 66, s. 18.
P ayment

where taxes
I N<~

than

POll tax.

Payment to
collector by
erni)loyer.

(2) \Vhere any person is assessed and his taxes are less
than the amount of the poll tax, he shall be liable to pay the
poll tax only.
( 3) Where any such male inhabitant has been employed by
the same person for not less than thirty days, such employer
shall pay OYer to the collector on demand out of any wages

Sec. 4 (1).
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due to such employee the amount of such tax and such payment shall relieve the employer from any liability to the employee for the amount so paid. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 2 (2, 3).

STATUTE LABOtiR.

3.-(1) Every person assessed upon the assessment roll of Number of
a township, which has not passed a by-law abolishing statute ~~~t~r
labour shall, if his property is assessed at not more than $300, labour.
be liable to two days' statute labour; at more than $300 but ~~u~~~~ ~~
not more than $500, three daYS; at more than $500 but not Increase or
~-oo b
more than $1-oo, f our d ays; at. more t h an ._,;
ut not more r educe.
than $900, fn·e days; and for every $300 over $900, or any
fractional part thereof over $150, one additional day; but the
council may, by a by-law operating generally and rateably,
reduce or increase the number of days' labour to which all
the persons, rated on the assessment roll or otherwise. shall be
respectively liable so that the number of days' labour to which
each pers.on is liable shall be in proportion to the amount at
which he is assessed, and in all cases both of residents and
non-residents, the statute labour shall be rated and charged
against every separate lot or parcel according to its assessed
value.
(2) \Vhere\·er one person is assessed for lots or parts of Case o! pam
· d"ff
ot lots by
severa I Iots m
1 erent parts o f t he towns h"1p, not exceed"mg o'>ned
·m t he aggregate two 1mn d red acres, t h e sa1"d part or parts one person.
shall be rated and charged for statute labour as if the same
were one lot, and the statute labour shall be rated and charged
against any excess over two hundred acres as if the exce~s were
one lot.
(3) Every resident shall have the right to perform his whole
. .
. ,,.h"1ch h"IS res1.
. t he statute l a bour d"1\"JSJOn
statute Ia bour 111
m
dence is situate, unless otherwise ordered by the municipal
council.

Where
labourtobe
performed.

( 4) The council may pass by-laws for regulating the manner Regulations
and the divisions in which statute labour or commutation f;r:a~~~:
money shall be performed or expended. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239,
s. 3.
4.-(1) The council or am· township ma)· bv b)·-Iaw direct Commuta·
•
·
tion ot
that a sum not exceeding $3 a day shall be paid as commuta- labour.
tion of statute labour for the whole or any part of such township, in which case the amount of the commutation shall be
added in a separate column in the collector's roll and shall be
collected and accounted fo r like other taxes.
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Idem.

(2) \ Vhere no s uch by-law has been passed, the statute
labour in respect to lands of residents and non-residents shall
he commuted :tt the rate of $2 for each day's labour. R.S.O.

STA TUTE LABOUR.

Sec. 4 (2).

1927, c. 239, s. 4.
l.abour In
In

town~hlp

which poll

tax IR not
lev lee!.

5.- ( I ) In a township "·hich has not passed a by-law
abolishing statute labour or a hy-law. for le,·ying poll tax every
male inhabitant of the township wbo,(n) is twenty-one years or o\·er and under sixty years
of age;

(b) is not e)(Cill[lt f rom performing- statute labour;
(c) is not otherwise assessed in the township;
(d) has 11ot filed with the clerk a certificate showing that
he has been ass-essed or performed statute labour or
paid poll tax elsewhere in Ontario;

shall be liable to one day cf statute labour on the roads and
highways in the township.
Case o!
farmer's
liOn .

(2) Every farmer's son entered as such on the assessment
roll of a township shall, ·if not otherwise exempted by law, be
liable to perform statute labour or commute therefor as if he
were not so entered. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 5.

Aboli tion
of labour.

6 . The council of every township may pass by-laws to
abolish statute labour. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 6.

Collection or
poll tax.

7.-( 1) E very person liable to pay poll tax shall pay the
·
same to the collector appointed to collect the same wtthin two
days after demand therefor by the collector, a nd in case of
neglert or ref usa! to pay the same, the collector may levy the
same hy distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the
defaulter. with costs of rli stress. and if no sufficient distress
can be found, the defaulter. for his ref usa! or neg-lect to pay
the said sum, shall incur a penalty of $10. R.S.O. l92i, c. 239.
s. 7 ( 1); 1936, c. 56, s. 17, part.

Penalty for
non-performance.

(2) Any person liable to perform statute labour under section 5. not cqmmuted. shall per for m the same when required
so to do hy the pathmaster or other officer of the municipality
appointed for that purpose, and. in case of wilful neglect or
refusal to perform such labour after six days' notice requiring
him to do the same. shall incur a penalty of $10. R.S.O. 1927,
c. 239, s. 7 (2 ); 1936, c. 56. s. 17. part.

J'apnent of
l >t>na lt fes to

( 3) All smns and penalties. other than costs, recovered
under this section shall be paid to the treasurer of the local

trcatmrcr.

Sec. 11 ( 1).
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.., - _.,-

.)/J:J

municipality and shall form part of the statute labour fund
thereof. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 7 (3).

8. A non-resident owner of unoccupied land shall not be Conunuta·
. d to perf orm statute Ia bo ur .m respect th ereot. ; bu t sueI1 of
tionnonin case
pernutte
labour shall be commuted and the amount oi the commutation ~~~~;"~c
shall be charged against every separate lot or parcel and be ra"no;r:upi.;d
entered in the collector's roll. and the council shall order all
sums paid on that account to be expended in the statute labour
division in which the land is situate. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 8.

9 ..-( 1). \\' here an owner or
tenant makes
default in
perIf re,;ident
.
.
•
..
._
0'9.-ner. etc.,
tormmg h1s statute labour or m pannent or commutatiOn tor makes
. h' h
· .
h
d' . .
h . cle!ault
t he same, th e overseer ot •g ways m w ose 1\'ISton e IS C?mmuta·
placed shall return him as a defaulter to the clerk of the muni- ~~u~~r
cipality before the 15th dav
of .-\ugust,
and the clerk .shall in labourdto
be
• .
.
entere upun
that case enter the commutation tor statute labour agamst the collector·s
land in the collector's roll o f the current or following year, and r oll.
the same shall be collected by the collector.
( 2 ) In everv such case the clerk shall noti h· the overseer 0\'ers.:er to
. h
.h
be
. ed .
h d. . . .
. h ex~nd the
o f htg ways w o may
appomt
tor sue
1\'ISIOn m t e C?mmutafollowing year, o r after it has been collected, of the amount ~o~~oner
of such commutation. and the OYerseer shall expend the amount dimion.
of such commutation upon the roads in the statute labour di\·ision where the property is situate. and shall give an order upon
the treasurer oi the municipality to the person performing the
work. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 9.
S tatute Labour i11 U11incorporatcd Toa•nsllips-Road
Commissio11crs.

10.-( l ) Twenty resident landholders in any unincorpor- l!eet!ns fer
. or .m any d es1gnate
.
d part ot. any umncorporate
.
d elecuon
ated towns h 1p
or ro~d
township o r in any two contiguous unincor porated townships ~~~:
o r in any designated parts of two such contiguous townships
shall ha\·e the right to ha\·e a public meeting called for the
purpose of electing road commissioners. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239,
s. 10; 1933. c. 59, s. 23 (1) part.
{2) In this section and in the following sections oi this
A ct "I an dho Ider" s ha 11 mean owner. 1ocatee. purchaser or tenant who is a British subject. I 933. c. 59. 5. 23 ( 1) part.

"Land·
holder."rr:eaning or.

11.- ( 1) The landholder5 desiring the meeting to be called Requisition
shall sign a requisition authorizing some one of their number, !or meetl~g.
who shall be named in the requisition. to call a meeting oi the
resident landholders oi such township or townships or of the
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Sec. 11 ( 1).

designated part or parts of such township or townships for the
purpose of electing road commissioners. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239,
s. 11 (I); 1933, c. 59, s. 23 (2).
\Vhere
jurisdiction
to extend
over parts
ot two
townships.

(2) Where it is proposed that the road commissioners shall
have jurisdiction over two townships or designated parts of
two townships, the requisition shall be signed by at least eight
resident landholders in any one township or part of a township,
and shall also designate what parts of the township are to be
included. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 11 (2).

12. In case the person so named declines to call a meeting
. ..
.
or negIects to do so f or ten days a f tcr the requtsttlon
IS pre~~:er~~on sentcd to him, any three of the persons who signed the requisi~!ft~isti~ion tion may call the meeting. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 12.

How meeting may
be
called
In

call it.
N'otlce of
meeting.

13. The notice calling the meeting shall name a place, day
and hour for holding it and shall be posted up in at least six
conspicuous places and at each post office and public school
house in the township or townships, as the case may be, and
the day named shall be at least ten days fr om the date of the
notice. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 13.

N'umbcr of
commissioners.

14. The election shall take place at the time named. and
the number of the commissioners to be elected shall be either
three or five, as may be stated in the requisition, unless the
meeting, before proceeding to an election, decides that a number
different from that stated in the requisition shall be elected, but
such number shall not be less than three nor more than five.
R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 14.

Chairman
of meeting.

15. In case the meeting is called by the person named ill'
the requisition, he shall be entitled to preside at the meeting
as chairman, b11t if he is absent, or declines to act, the landholders present may appoint another chairman, and the chairman shall act as returning officer and shall, in the event of a tie,
have a casting vote, although he may have previously voted,
and the landholders present shall also appoint a secretary, who
shall record the proceedings. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. IS.

Mode of
Yotlng.

1.6.- ( 1) The landholders present shall decide how the voting- for comlllissioners shall be conducted, and if the vote is taken openly, the commissioners shall be elected one at a time.
but if it is decided to proceed by ballot, a ll the commissioners
shall be elected together, each person having the right to vote
for as many persons as there arc commissioners to be <:lcctcd.
RS.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 16.

Sec. 19 (2).
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( 2) Every person shall be entitled to \'Ote
of such road commissioners who is, -

Ill
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the election Quauncntion or
voters.

(a) of full age of twenty-one years;

(b) a British subject by birth or naturalization; and

(c) a landholder in the township or townships, or part
or parts thereof for which such election is held.

(3-) \Vhere there is not a sufficient number of •resident land- "'n,~re
su uctent
holders who are British subjects to have a meetmg called for British
·
f
d
·
·
h
.
subjects
the e1ecbon o roa commiSSIOners pursuant to t e reqUire- are not
ments of this Act, the ~Iinister of Lands and Forests. upon a\'ailnble.
the application in writing of any three resident landholders in
such township, may in writing. certify to such effect and in
such case, resident landholders otherwise qualified who are and
who are not British subjects may ha\·e the mectii1g called and
vote in the election of road commissioners. 1933. c. 59,

s. 23 (3).

17. No person mav be elected as a road commissioner un· a B nbs
· · h su·b.JeCt an d ot hennse
· qua l'fi
d to vote m
.
1ess h e IS
1 e
the election of road commissioners. 1933, c. 59. s. 23 ( 4).
18. The chairman
shall, at the request of anv t\\'0 land.
•
holders present, d1rect the secretary to record the names of all
persons voting and, unless the vote is by ballot, how each votes.

Qualification or roa<l
commlssioners.

Recor<l or
persons
voting.

R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 17.

19.-( 1) If an objection is made to the right of anv person ObJections
.
·
. tovoterlJ.
to vote at t he meetmg,
sueh person sh a II name t h e property
m
respect o'f which he claims the right to vote, and the chairman
shall administer to such person an oath, or affirmation if he be
by law permitted to affirm, according to the following form,
whereupon such person shall be permitted to \·ote.
You swear (or if tlre voter is entitled to affirm, solemnly affirm) that
you ar e of the age of twenty-one years, and that you are the owner,
tenant, purchaser or locatee of lot
in the
concession of this township, that you are a British subject, and that you

are entitled to vote at this election.
So help you God.

R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 18; 1933, c. 59, s. 23 (5).
(2) !n the ~se ?f an el_ection held under the authority of ~~~n n~~th,
subsectiOn 3 ot sect1on 16, 1t shall not be necessary that a per- necel'sary.
son desiring to vote be required to make oath or affirm that he
is a British subject, and the form set forth in subsection 1
shall be amended accordingly. 1933, c. 59, s. 23 (6).
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Term of
office.

2 0 . The commissioners elected shall hold office until the
31st day of December next after their election, and shall take,
before a justice o( the peace, a declaration of office similar to
that of a councillor of a township. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 19.

First
meeting of
commissioners.

21. The conunissioners shall meet within a fortnight after
their election, and shall then or as soon thereafter as may be,
name the roads and parts of roads upon which statute labour
is to be performed, and shall appoint the places and times at
which the persons required to perform statute labour are to
work. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 20.

Powers o!
t·oad commissioners
as to
opening
roads.

22.- ( 1) The commissioners shall have power to open road
allowances when the same have been laid down in the original
surveys, and where such road allowances are either wholly or
partly impracticable to lay out roads in lieu thereof and direct
the performance of statute labour thereon, and where no road
allowances are laid down · in the original surveys, but five per
centum of the area is reserved for roads,. the commissioners
may lay out roads where necessary and direct the performance
of statute labour accordingly.

STATUTF: LABOUR.

Sec. 20.

(2) In cases of deviations from road allowances and of
roads laid out where there are no road aJlowances as above
~rndt;~~~ts. provided, the commissioners shall cause a plan thereof, so far
as the same affects ungranted lands of the Crown, to be made
by an Ontario land surveyor and shall file the same in the
Department of Lands and Forests and t he commissioners may
pay the cost of preparing such plan out of any moneys received by way of commutation of statute labour.

Fili ng plan
or roads in
Department

Comnent<atlon
l and
takl'nforfor
cJe,·tation.

(3) In the case of a deviation passing over any patented im· ·
proved Ian d, t I1e commiSSIO!lers
may pay to t he owner o f t he
land taken for the purpose of making the deviation the value
of it as may be agreed upon between the conm1issioners and
the owner, or in case of disagreement as may be fixed by the
judge of the district court of the district on an application
made to him by the commissioners for that purpose. R.S.O.
1927, c. 239, s. 21.

Tim e tor
23. The time for
performance. f rom tune
.
.
be
to t11ne

the performance of statute labour shall
. o f t I1c
regu Iate d an d fi xe d by resoI uhon
commissioners. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 22.

Amount of
><tntutc
lubour to be
performed.

2 4.- ( 1) Each owner, locatee, purchaser or tenant of land
may be required to perform one day's labour for every fifty
acres and one day's labour for the remainder of the acreage
held by him, where the total acreage held by him divided by
fi fly IC':n-es a remainder, and for the first ten acres which he

Sec. 27 ( 1) .
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has cleared after the first ten, he may he required to periorm
one day's additional labour, and for erery twe~tty acrr:> 0\·er
and aboYe the first ten, one additional day·~ labour. and each
householder who is not an owner, locatee. purchaser, o r tenant
of the land may be required each year to perform one day':;
labour.
( 2) Any owner, locatee, purchaser or tenant oi land holding
less than fifty acres may be required .to perform statute labour
as the commissioners may direct, but not exceeding the scale
provided for in subsection 1 where the land is in part cleared
and not ex ceeding one day where no part of the land is cleared.
1933, c. 59, s. 23 (7).
25.
-( 1) Each commissioner shall, during the time he is :·uone
C:ommi"·
.
rs t <•
reqUJred to perform statute labour, act as O\·erseer, and the overR> •·
commissioners shall arrang-e among themsel\·es ior o,·erseeiug work.
the Yarious bodies of men engaged in doing statute labmtr.
(2) A commissioner may be p.1id out of the commutation
.
,
.
fund for not exceed mg two days labour at the rate or $3 per
day if performed by him O\'er and abo,·e the number of clays'
labour he may by law be required to perform in respect of his
own property.
(3) The commissioners shall ha,·e the s.ame powers as municipal corporations have in reference to statute labour to appoint
o,·erseers and require returns to be made to them oi the statu te
labour per formed in their districts. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239. s. 2-J..

Payment o~

commosslonHs.

General
powers.

26. Any person instead of. performing the statute labour ~~~mulu·
required of him may commute therefor by payment at a rate
not exceeding $3 per day as may be fixed by resolution of the
commissioners, and the commissioners shall expend all commutation money upon the roads on which the labour which is
commuted fo r should haYe been performed. unless in the
opinion oi the commissioners, such money should be expended
on other roads under their jurisdiction. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239.
s. 25.
27.- ( 1) The commissioners may bY resolution direct that Commuta~3 per day s ha II b.e pa1'd as commutation
· ,.tatute
tion °~ .
.
a sum not exceedmg
.,
·
h
h
1
·
h
h'
·
1
d
1
labour
tn
f
t
I
b
o sta ute a our tort e w o e ot t e town::; 1p; prone e . 10w- 1own,.hips.
ever, t hat such resolution shall not take effect until the same
has been submitted to and sanctioned by the majority of the
landholders present at the annual meeting or at a special meeting called in the manner proYicled for in this Act i or the election of commissioners.
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ncconl ot
J>ersons
llnhlc> to

(2) The name of e\·ery person liable for the payment of the
conunutation shall be entered in the book directed to be kept
by section 30, and the commissioners shall expend all commutation moneys received on the roads upon \\'hich the labour which
is commuted for should ha\'e been performed unless in the
opinion of the commissioners, such money should be expended
on other roads under their jurisdiction. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239,
s. 26.

commuta-

tion.

STAT UTE LADOUR.

Sec. 27 (2).

l\lcellng for
election ot
new commissioners.

28. The majority of the commissioners may call a meeting
to be held at any time during the month of January for the
election of their successors, but in case of their failure so to do
a meeting may be called in the manner hereinbefore provided
for a first election. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 27.

Penalty tor
neglect to
perform
\VOrl<.

29. Any person liable to perform statute labour under the
provisions of sections 10 to 31 who, after six days' notice
requiring him to do the same, wilfully neglects or refuses to
perform, at the time and place named by the commissioners,
the number of days' labour for which he is liable, shall incur
a penalty of $5, and in addition the amount of the commutation money as fixed by the commissioners under section 26,
for each day in respect of which he makes default, the same
to be paid to the commissioners and to be expended in improving the said roads, or such other roads as, in the opinion of the
commissioners, require iimprovement. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239,
s. 28.

nook to
be kept.

30.- ( 1) The commissioners shall cause a book to be kept
in which there shall be entered the name of every person liable
for the performance of statute labour or payment of the commutation and the lot or parcel of land in respect of which he
is so liable.

(2) Upon the performance of statute labour or payment of
~~~~~~~r?~e. the commutation, entry shall be made thereof in the book in
a column provided for that purpose.

E:ntry of

Entry

ot

uofault.

F orm of
roll.

(3) 'Where any person after six days' notice in writing
from the commissioners does not perform his statute labour
the commissioners shall cause an entry thereof to be made and
in the proper column shall enter the amount of such commutation against the name of the person in default.
( 4) The book shall be kept as nearly as may be in the form
of a collector's roll for an organized township, and shall be
available for inspection at all reasonable times by any owner
or locatee of land, or householder in the area over which the
commissioners ha\'e jurisdiction.

Sec. 32.

STATUTE LABOUR.
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of June in the )·ear following that in Return
or
( 5) On the 1st da\·
arrears to
which default was made, the commissioners shall make a return sheritt.
to the sheriff of the district, showing each lot or parcel of land
upon which the commutation has not been paid, the name of the
owner or locatee, the amount chargeable at the date of the return and the year for which the amount in arrear was imposed.
(6) The sheriff shall
enter the particulars so furnished in a
.
book to be kept by him fo r that purpose.

Sheriff lo
keep account
of arrears.

(7) The commissioners shall not recei Ye anv payments on Payment of
.
.
•
arrears not
account of such arrears after the expiration of two years from to be mad!!
the date when the same became due and chargeable, but in the ~~s~~~~rs
case of payments made within that period, the commissioners ;~~e:s. two
shall forthwith notify the sheriff thereof and the sheriff shall
enter such payment against the proper lot or parcel in the book
kept by him for that purpose.
(8) After the expiration of the said period of two years, all ~~~; ~~1°
arrears shall be payable to the sheriff and the sheriff shall enter arrears to
be paid to
.
.
every payment 111 the book kept by h1m and shall return the sheritt.
amount paid to the commissioners.
(9) All arrears chargeable under this section shall bear interest at the rate of ten per centum per annum.

Arrears to
bear Interest

(10) \ Vhere\·er
it appears fro1i1 the entries in the book kept Sale
oc land
.
b,· sheriff
by the shenff that any amount chargeable for statute labour tor arrears.
is in arrear for three years from the 31st day of December in
the year in which the same became payable. the sheriff shall
proceed to collect the same with interest at the rate aforesaid
by the sale of the lands in respect of which such arrears are
chargeable and the procedure in relation to such sale and the
provisions applicable to deeds, the redemption of lands thereafter and deeds to be gi ,·en to tax purchasers shall be the same
as nearly as possible as in the case oi the sale oi lands by the
sheriff for arrears of taxes in organized municip:1lities in the
Provisional Judicial Districts of ~1 uskoka and Parry Sound.
R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 29.

31. The commissioners, when duh· elected, shall sen-e dur-

Penalty cor

ing the term for which they are elect;d or shall forfeit the sum ~if..~~c~sto

of $5, which may be sued for, together with costs. in any court ~fo~~~~
having jurisdiction by any three electors making the complaint.
R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, s. 30.
RECOVERY OF PE);"ALTIES.

32. The penalties imposed by this Act shall be recoverable ne,·. Stat.,
under The Summary Co11-v-ictions Act. R.S.O. 1927, c. 239, c. 136 ·
s. 31.

